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Colcord in Devon’s plans

by Kelley Chambers
The Journal Record August 18, 2009

OKLAHOMA CITY – The Colcord Hotel is set to be an integral part in the master plan for Devon Energy Corp.’s world headquarters. And in one way, Charles Colcord’s original plans for the building will finally be finished.
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The Colcord Hotel. (Photo by Maike Sabolich)

The 13-story hotel, at 15 N. Robinson Ave., was constructed as an office building by Colcord in 1910, and after a $16 million renovation, it reopened as a boutique hotel in 2006. It will sit in the shadow of the 50-story Devon tower after the company’s campus is completed in 2012.
Colcord originally envisioned the L-shaped hotel to have an additional wing on the west side, but he ran out of money before the plans were completed. Developer Neal Horton had his sights on adding an additional wing in the late 1970s, but that never came to fruition.
Devon does not plan to make the building U-shaped, but wants to build meeting space and a connecting link between its skyscraper and the Colcord.
On Sept. 1, 2008, the oil and gas company purchased the historic Colcord for $19.533 million.
With work set to begin on the Devon site later this year, company officials will seek approval on Thursday from the Downtown Design Review Committee to construct a three-story addition to link the hotel with the tower.
In addition to the committee approval, Devon must not change the hotel’s design, because the building is on the National Register of Historic Places. The building was placed on the register in 1976.
Devon officials also cannot have the addition resemble the older portions of the Colcord property since it is on the historical register.
Bob Blackburn, executive director of the Oklahoma Historical Society, is pleased to see Devon making the Colcord a part of its campus, as long as any additions are not masked as original elements of the building. The plan also must follow strict guidelines set forth by the U.S. secretary of the interior.
“The basic issue is to make sure people can tell the difference between the historic fabric and the contemporary fabric,” Blackburn said. “We would ask that there is a distinction in the design or scale or material.”

The Devon plan calls for the addition to attach at the far west façade to minimize the interference with the original architecture. Much of the façade of the new addition will be glassed, which the report states will be differentiated from the façade of the hotel and will not pretend to be an original component of the building.
Blackburn welcomes the addition, which will not be included as part of the hotel on the national register.
“It’s good for a building like this,” Blackburn said. “Anything that draws attention to the Colcord and helps preserve it is good for historic preservation.”
Devon officials declined to comment on the plan until after the presentation to the design committee. Specific details on costs and the timeline for the addition were not disclosed.
The project’s report, which will be given to committee members, states the three-story addition will have a pedestrian connection, two stories of hotel function rooms, a terrace and balcony, and a rooftop level for screened mechanical equipment. 
Paul Coury, president of the Tulsa-based Coury Collection, was a developer and former owner of the hotel. When he first began the renovations on the building, he knew limited meeting space would be an issue, but additional square footage was not Coury’s focus. 
“We were trying to work within the existing building,” said Coury, who still manages the property. “For what they’re (Devon) doing, it makes total sense.”
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