Around Town: Still a hot topic
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Folks are still talking about the “hottie” new hotel downtown. They’re talking, of course, about the Colcord Hotel, a boutique hostelry at the corner of N. Robinson and Sheridan Avenue. More than 600 folks crowded into the hotel’s hallways, historic lobby and about-to-be historic restaurant, Soleil. Greeting guests and accepting the compliments were some of the hotel’s major investors, developer Paul Coury, who came up with the plan to make the downtown building into a hotel; Stephen Browne, major owner of the property in the first place; Steve Raupe of Ozarak fame; and Tom King, whose law firm had been at the Colcord. And many others. 

Michel and Alain Buthion, owners of La Bagette Bistro, also own Soleil and XO, the bar. They prepared the hors d’oeuvres, which were served throughout the hotel and out on the terrace where, under a big white tent, Banana Seat was playing for dancing – on into the night. The gods were looking down on them because the cold wave didn’t appear until the next morning. A portion of the proceeds benefited the Myriad Botanical Gardens Foundation. 

Among the sippers and dippers were Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett, former Oklahoma City Mayor Jim and Madalynne Norick, Jim and Beverly Thompson, Bruce Day, Kris and Bill Frankfurt, Jim and Linda Lowe, Marty and Hoffie Smith, Mike Laird, John Mackecknie, Fred and Caroline Gist, Pam and Bill Shdeed, David and Kristin Bohanan, Annie Bohanon, Jack and Ann Taylor, Dannie Bea Hightower, Johnson Hightower, Ken and Gerry Bonds, John Coyle, Dick and Nina Gaugler, Jill King, Terri Cooper, Linda Rosser, Lynne and Richard Horton, Tony Wizenberg, Judy Lehmbeck, Brad and Valerie Naifeh, Bill and Mary Ellen Gumerson, Mike Samis, Gale and Lee Bollinger, Geoff and Jerriann Altshuler and Jim and Beth Tolbert. 
Beth had a great idea as she looked down at the Myriad Gardens. She said to her husband, “Wouldn’t it be nice if those sculptures in the garden were lighted at night.” It rang a bell with Jim, long a supporter of the garden, who heartily agreed with her idea. Watch for lighting to appear soon. 
And another jewel is adorning this new crown on Oklahoma City, the Associated Builders and Contractors presented Manhattan Construction Co. a 2006 Excellence in Construction Award for its renovation of the boutique hotel. 
Winemaker dinner 
The Gabrielle Collection will be featured when the Metro Wine Bar & Bistro sponsors its Winemaker Dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Gabrielle Leonhard will be present to offer her “family” of boutique, small lot, luxury Napa Valley Red Wines. 
The chef has planned a fabulous menu to complement her wine offerings: Vertex, Just Red; Juxtaposition, 2004 Cabernet Savignon; and Equilateral, 2004 Cabernet Savignon. 
Space is limited so reservations, priced at $75 per person, are necessary. Call (405) 840-9463 for your space. Tax and gratuity are not included in the dinner price.
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